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was always irrationally and annoyingly optimistic, had
been vaguely hoping that he would not be asked to give
up Lorraine at once, and it was a shock to him to realise
that Stanislaus Leczinski was to take over his Duchy
immediately. Maria Theresa had to comfort her husband
for this loss, and, besides, his mother had to be pacified.
Naturally, it was Maria Theresa who had to perform
this delicate task. She apparently succeeded with her
usual tact, for in a letter from Elisabeth Charlotte to
her son, the Dowager Duchess of Lorraine tells him that
" his wife had written her the most friendly letter in
the world, full of kindness for him and for herself."
" I pray God/' the Dowager Duchess closed this letter,
cc to bless you both and the child who will be born to
you. May it be a fine Prince, who will terminate some
of our troubles."
The Duchess's good wishes reflected the attitude of
the entire Court at Vienna. It was subtly impressed on
Maria Theresa that if her child was not a son, the end
of the world would be near. Charles's tremendous
political sacrifices for the Pragmatic Sanction made him
feel very definitely that Heaven owed him a grandson,
and his daughter knew that her father would be desperate
if she disappointed him by giving birth to a mere
daughter.
In April the entire Court experienced a great shock
when Prince Eugene died very suddenly. He had
become such an integral part of the Habsburg dynasty,
he had served three Emperors wisely and loyally, and
people could hardly imagine that a council meeting
could be successfully held without him. He was seventy-
two, and suffering " from phlegm/' but he had become
such an institution that no one contemplated his death
seriously. " When Prince Eugene's servants went into

